US009483433B2

a2 United States Patent

Casper et al.

US 9,483,433 B2
*Nov. 1, 2016

(10) Patent No.:
45) Date of Patent:

(54)

(71)

(72)

(73)

")

@
(22)
(65)

(63)

(1)

(52)

(58)

PROCESSING COMMUNICATION DATA IN
A SHIPS PASSING CONDITION

Applicant: International Business Machines

Corporation, Armonk, NY (US)

Daniel F. Casper, Poughkeepsie, NY
(US); John R. Flanagan,
Poughkeepsie, NY (US); Roger G.
Hathorn, Tucson, AZ (US); Catherine
C. Huang, Poughkeepsie, NY (US);
Matthew J. Kalos, Tucson, AZ (US);
Louis W. Ricci, Hyde Park, NY (US)

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
MACHINES CORPORATION,
Armonk, NY (US)

Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days.

This patent is subject to a terminal dis-
claimer.

14/717,598
May 20, 2015
Prior Publication Data
US 2015/0254204 Al Sep. 10, 2015
Related U.S. Application Data

Continuation of application No. 12/031,182, filed on
Feb. 14, 2008, now Pat. No. 9,052,837.

Inventors:

Assignee:

Notice:

Appl. No.:
Filed:

Int. CL.
GO6F 3/00 (2006.01)
GO6F 13/40 (2006.01)
(Continued)
U.S. CL
CPC ... GO6F 13/4027 (2013.01); GOGF 3/0607

(2013.01); GO6F 3/0619 (2013.01); GO6F
3/0659 (2013.01); GO6F 3/0661 (2013.01);
GO6F 3/0689 (2013.01); GO6F 13/28
(2013.01)
Field of Classification Search
None
See application file for complete search history.

(56) References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
3,693,161 A 9/1972 Price et al.
3,943,283 A 3/1976 Caragliano et al.
(Continued)
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
DE 3931514 3/1990
GB 1264096 2/1972
(Continued)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Z/Series Input/Output Configuration Program user’s Guide for IYP
IOCP, SB10-7029-03¢. International Business Machines Corpora-
tion, Jun. 2003, 372 pages.

(Continued)

Primary Examiner — Henry Tsai

Assistant Examiner — Aurangzeb Hassan

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Cantor Colburn LLP;
Steven Chiu

(57) ABSTRACT

Articles of manufacture, apparatuses, and methods for pro-
cessing communication data in a ships passing condition are
disclosed. Embodiments include a computer program prod-
uct for performing a method including: obtaining a Trans-
port Command Control Block (TCCB) from a location in
memory specified by a Transport Command Control Block
address of a Transport Control Word; opening a first
exchange and sending, by a channel subsystem, the TCCB
in the first exchange to a control unit; receiving, by the
channel subsystem, an unsolicited first message in a second
exchange from the control unit, the unsolicited first message
opening the second exchange, the second exchange being a
different exchange than the first exchange; and sending, by
the channel subsystem, a second message to the control unit
in a third exchange, the second message comprising a status
of the first message, the second message configured to open
and close the third exchange.

25 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets
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PROCESSING COMMUNICATION DATA IN
A SHIPS PASSING CONDITION

DOMESTIC PRIORITY

The present application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/031,182 entitled “PROCESSING
COMMUNICATION DATA IN A SHIPS PASSING CON-
DITION™, filed Feb. 14, 2008, the entirety of which is
specifically incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

This invention relates, in general, to input/output process-
ing, and in particular, to processing data associated with or
generated by input/output processing.

DESCRIPTION OF BACKGROUND

Input/output (I/O) operations are used to transfer data
between memory and /O devices of an /O processing
system. Specifically, data is written from memory to one or
more I/O devices, and data is read from one or more 1/O
devices to memory by executing 1/O operations.

To facilitate processing of I/O operations, an /O subsys-
tem of the I/O processing system is employed. The I/O
subsystem is coupled to main memory and the I/O devices
of the I/O processing system and directs the flow of infor-
mation between memory and the I/O devices. One example
of an I/O subsystem is a channel subsystem. The channel
subsystem uses channel paths as communications media.
Each channel path includes a channel coupled to a control
unit, the control unit being further coupled to one or more
1/O devices.

The channel subsystem may employ channel command
words (CCWs) to transfer data between the 1/O devices and
memory. A CCW specifies the command to be executed. For
commands initiating certain /O operations, the CCW des-
ignates the memory area associated with the operation, the
action to be taken whenever a transfer to or from the area is
completed, and other options.

During [/O processing, a list of CCWs is fetched from
memory by a channel. The channel parses each command
from the list of CCWs and forwards a number of the
commands, each command in it’s own entity, to a control
unit coupled to the channel. The control unit then processes
the commands. The channel tracks the state of each com-
mand and controls when the next set of commands are to be
sent to the control unit for processing. The channel ensures
that each command is sent to the control unit in it’s own
entity. Further, the channel infers certain information asso-
ciated with processing the response from the control unit for
each command.

The control unit may also send various messages to the
channel, such as acknowledgement messages indicating
whether a command has been executed, and status messages
providing information regarding the status of an I/O device.

The channel may send commands to the control unit in the
form of Information Units (IUs). Various exchanges and
sequences occur between the control unit and the channel.
For example, the channel may open an exchange with the
control unit and send various commands (command data) to
the control unit. In response, in addition to performing other
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2

functions, the control unit may respond to the channel on the
same exchange, or open a new exchange and send a response
thereon.

In addition, the control unit may send unsolicited data to
the channel, such as a message indicating the status of an I/O
device, to which the channel may respond accordingly, such
as with an acknowledgement (“ACK”) message.

A condition may arise where a message sent from the
channel arrives at the control unit at the same time that a
message sent from the control unit arrives at the channel, or
the messages otherwise cross paths in a logical path. In this
condition, both the channel and control unit receive an
unsolicited message in the absence of, or prior to, receiving
a response to their respective messages. This condition may
be referred to as a “frames passing” or “ships passing”
situation.

For ships passing conditions occurring in channel subsy-
sytems using a common link protocol, such as the Fibre
Connectivity (FICON) protocol, the inbound (toward the
channel) and outbound (away from the channel) exchanges
are used to resolve the condition. However, in situations
where the channel and control unit use different protocols,
there is no way to efficiently discontinue an operation.

Ships passing rules utilized in one protocol or mode may
not work with other protocols or modes. For example, a first
protocol, such as FICON, may not work with a second link
protocol. The second link protocol may not be amiable to the
FICON behavior, and thus there may be no way for the
channel to efficiently discontinue the second link protocol
operation.

Accordingly, there is a need in the art for a method and
system for resolving ships passing conditions in channel
communications. There is also a need in the art for resolving
ships passing conditions among disparate link protocols.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention include a computer pro-
gram product for processing communication data in a ships
passing condition, including a storage medium readable by
a processing circuit and storing instructions for execution by
the processing circuit for performing a method. The method
includes: obtaining a Transport Command Control Block
(TCCB) from a location in memory specified by a Transport
Command Control Block address of a Transport Control
Word; opening a first exchange and sending, by a channel
subsystem, the TCCB in the first exchange to a control unit,
the TCCB comprising a first logical path value and a first
device value; receiving, by the channel subsystem, an unso-
licited first message in a second exchange from the control
unit, the unsolicited first message comprising a second
logical path value and a second device value, the unsolicited
first message opening the second exchange, the second
exchange being a different exchange than the first exchange;
responsive to the receiving the unsolicited first message and
the first exchange and second exchange being opened,
determining that the first logical path value is equal to the
second logical path value and the first device value is equal
to the second device value; and based on the determination,
sending, by the channel subsystem, a second message to the
control unit in a third exchange, the second message com-
prising a status of the first message, the second message
configured to open and close the third exchange.

Other embodiments include an apparatus for processing
communication data in a ships passing condition, including
a channel subsystem for communication with a control unit.
The channel subsystem includes one or more channels for
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directing information flow between memory and one or
more 1/O devices via the control unit, and is configured to
perform a method. The method includes: obtaining a Trans-
port Command Control Block (TCCB) from a location in
memory specified by a Transport Command Control Block
address of a Transport Control Word; opening a first
exchange and sending the TCCB in the first exchange to a
control unit, the TCCB comprising a first logical path value
and a first device value; receiving an unsolicited first mes-
sage in a second exchange from the control unit, the unso-
licited first message comprising a second logical path value
and a second device value, the unsolicited first message
opening the second exchange, the second exchange being a
different exchange than the first exchange; responsive to the
receiving the unsolicited first message and the first exchange
and second exchange being opened, determining that the
first logical path value is equal to the second logical path
value and the first device value is equal to the second device
value; and based on the determination, sending a second
message to the control unit in a third exchange, the second
message comprising a status of the first message, the second
message configured to open and close the third exchange.

Further embodiments include a method of processing
communication data in a ships passing condition. The
method includes: obtaining a Transport Command Control
Block (TCCB) from a location in memory specified by a
Transport Command Control Block address of a Transport
Control Word; opening a first exchange and sending, by a
channel subsystem, the TCCB in the first exchange to a
control unit, the TCCB comprising a first logical path value
and a first device value; receiving, by the channel subsys-
tem, an unsolicited first message in a second exchange from
the control unit, the unsolicited first message comprising a
second logical path value and a second device value, the
unsolicited first message opening the second exchange, the
second exchange being a different exchange than the first
exchange; responsive to the receiving the unsolicited first
message and the first exchange and second exchange being
opened, determining that the first logical path value is equal
to the second logical path value and the first device value is
equal to the second device value; and based on the deter-
mination, sending, by the channel subsystem, a second
message to the control unit in a third exchange, the second
message comprising a status of the first message, the second
message configured to open and close the third exchange.

Other embodiments include an article of manufacture
including at least one computer usable medium having
computer readable program code logic to processing com-
munications between a control unit and a channel subsystem
in an input/output processing system. The computer read-
able program code logic performs a method including:
sending a command in a first mode from the channel
subsystem to the control unit; receiving a message in a
second mode from the control unit at the channel subsystem;
determining whether the message is responsive to the com-
mand; and responsive to the message being not responsive
to the command, sending a response to the message to the
control unit.

Additional embodiments include an apparatus for pro-
cessing communications in an input/output processing sys-
tem. The apparatus includes a channel subsystem of a host
computer system in communication with a control unit
capable of commanding and determining status of an 1/O
device. The channel subsystem performs: sending a com-
mand in a first mode to the control unit; receiving a message
in a second mode from the control unit; determining whether
the message is responsive to the command; and responsive
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to the message being not responsive to the command,
sending a response to the message in the second mode to the
control unit.

Other additional embodiments include an apparatus for
processing communications in an input/output processing
system. The apparatus includes a control unit capable of
commanding and determining status of an I/O device, the
control unit in communication with a channel subsystem of
a host computer system. The control unit performs: sending
a message in a first mode to the channel subsystem; receiv-
ing a command in a second mode from the channel subsys-
tem; determining whether the command is responsive to the
message; and responsive to the command being not respon-
sive to the message, determining whether to perform one of
1) executing the command and ii) terminating the command.

Further embodiments include a method of processing
communications between a control unit and a channel sub-
system in an input/output processing system. The method
includes: sending a message from the control unit to the
channel subsystem; receiving a command from the channel
subsystem at the control unit; determining whether the
command is responsive to the message; and responsive to
the command being not responsive to the message, deter-
mining whether to perform one of i) executing the command
and ii) terminating the command.

Still further embodiments include a method of processing
communications between a control unit and a channel sub-
system in an input/output processing system. The method
includes: sending a command in a first mode from the
channel subsystem to the control unit; receiving a message
in a second mode from the control unit at the channel
subsystem; determining whether the message is responsive
to the command; and responsive to the message being not
responsive to the command, sending a response to the
message to the control unit.

Other systems, methods, and/or articles of manufacture
according to embodiments will be or become apparent to
one with skill in the art upon review of the following
drawings and detailed description. It is intended that all such
additional systems, methods, and/or articles of manufacture
be included within this description, be within the scope of
the present invention, and be protected by the accompanying
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims
at the conclusion of the specification. The foregoing and
other objects, features, and advantages of the invention are
apparent from the following detailed description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a processing
environment incorporating and using one or more aspects of
the present invention;

FIG. 2A depicts one example of a prior art channel
command word;

FIG. 2B depicts one example of a prior art channel
command word channel program;

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a prior art
link protocol used in communicating between the channel
and control unit to execute the channel command word
channel program of FIG. 2B;

FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a transport
control word channel program, in accordance with an aspect
of the present invention;
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FIG. 5 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a link pro-
tocol used to communicate between a channel and control
unit to execute the transport control word channel program
of FIG. 4, in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention;

FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a prior art
link protocol used to communicate between a channel and
control unit in order to execute four read commands of a
channel command word channel program;

FIG. 7 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a link pro-
tocol used to communicate between a channel and control
unit to process the four read commands of a transport control
word channel program, in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention;

FIG. 8 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a control unit
and a channel, in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention;

FIG. 9 depicts a first exemplary embodiment of a link
protocol used to communicate between a channel and con-
trol unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition;

FIG. 10 depicts a second exemplary embodiment of a link
protocol used to communicate between a channel and con-
trol unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition;

FIG. 11 depicts a third exemplary embodiment of a link
protocol used to communicate between a channel and con-
trol unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition;

FIG. 12 depicts a fourth exemplary embodiment of a link
protocol used to communicate between a channel and con-
trol unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition;

FIG. 13 depicts a fifth exemplary embodiment of a link
protocol used to communicate between a channel and con-
trol unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition;

FIG. 14 depicts a sixth exemplary embodiment of a link
protocol used to communicate between a channel and con-
trol unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition;

FIG. 15 depicts a seventh exemplary embodiment of a
link protocol used to communicate between a channel and
control unit to process messages between a channel and a
control unit in a ships passing condition; and

FIG. 16 depicts an exemplary embodiment of an article of
manufacture incorporating one or more aspects of the pres-
ent invention.

The detailed description explains the preferred embodi-
ments of the invention, together with advantages and fea-
tures, by way of example with reference to the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments provide a system and method
for processing data sent between a control unit and channel
in a “ships passing” condition. The system allows for the
control unit to determine whether to execute or terminate an
operation in response to command data from the channel. In
an exemplary embodiment, the system and method allow for
processing messages sent between the channel and the
control unit in a ships passing condition, where the protocol
used by the channel is different than the protocol used by the
control unit.

1/O processing is facilitated, in one example, by reducing
communications between components of an I/O processing
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system used to perform the I/O processing. For instance, the
number of exchanges and sequences between an 1/O com-
munications adapter, such as a channel, and a control unit is
reduced. This is accomplished by sending a plurality of
commands from the /O communications adapter to the
control unit as a single entity for execution by the control
unit, and by the control unit sending the data resulting from
the commands, if any, as a single entity.

The plurality of commands are included in a block,
referred to herein as a transport command control block
(TCCB), an address of which is specified in a transport
control word (TCW). The TCW is sent from an operating
system or other application to the I/O communications
adapter, which in turn forwards the TCCB in a command
message to the control unit for processing. The control unit
processes each of the commands absent a tracking of status
relative to those individual commands by the [/O commu-
nications adapter. The plurality of commands is also referred
to as a channel program, which is parsed and executed on the
control unit rather than the I/O communications adapter.

In an exemplary embodiment, the control unit generates a
response message including status and extended status infor-
mation in response to executing the channel program. The
control unit may also generate a response message without
executing the channel program under a limited number of
communication scenarios, e.g., to inform the I/O commu-
nications adapter that the channel program will not be
executed. The control unit may include a number of ele-
ments to support communication between the I/O commu-
nications adapter and I/O devices, as well as in support of
channel program execution. For example, the control unit
can include control logic to parse and process messages, in
addition to one or more queues, timers, and registers to
facilitate communication and status monitoring. The [/O
communications adapter parses the response message,
extracting the status and extended status information, and
performs further calculations using the extracted informa-
tion, such as determining an extended measurement word.

One example of an I/O processing system incorporating
and using one or more aspects of the present invention is
described with reference to FIG. 1. /O processing system
100 includes a host system 101, which further includes for
instance, a main memory 102, one or more central process-
ing units (CPUs) 104, a storage control element 106, and a
channel subsystem 108. The host system 101 may be a large
scale computing system, such as a mainframe or server. The
1/0O processing system 100 also includes one or more control
units 110 and one or more I/O devices 112, each of which is
described below.

Main memory 102 stores data and programs, which can be
input from /O devices 112. For example, the main memory
102 may include one or more operating systems (OSs) 103
that are executed by one or more of the CPUs 104. For
example, one CPU 104 can execute a Linux® operating
system 103 and a zZ/OS® operating system 103 as different
virtual machine instances. The main memory 102 is directly
addressable and provides for high-speed processing of data
by the CPUs 104 and the channel subsystem 108.

CPU 104 is the controlling center of the /O processing
system 100. It contains sequencing and processing facilities
for instruction execution, interruption action, timing func-
tions, initial program loading, and other machine-related
functions. CPU 104 is coupled to the storage control element
106 via a connection 114, such as a bidirectional or unidi-
rectional bus.

Storage control element 106 is coupled to the main
memory 102 via a connection 116, such as a bus; to CPUs
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104 via connection 114; and to channel subsystem 108 via
a connection 118. Storage control element 106 controls, for
example, queuing and execution of requests made by CPU
104 and channel subsystem 108.

In an exemplary embodiment, channel subsystem 108
provides a communication interface between host system
101 and control units 110. Channel subsystem 108 is
coupled to storage control element 106, as described above,
and to each of the control units 110 via a connection 120,
such as a serial link. Connection 120 may be implemented
as an optical link, employing single-mode or multi-mode
waveguides in a Fibre Channel fabric. Channel subsystem
108 directs the flow of information between 1/O devices 112
and main memory 102. It relieves the CPUs 104 of the task
of communicating directly with the /O devices 112 and
permits data processing to proceed concurrently with I/O
processing. The channel subsystem 108 uses one or more
channel paths 122 as the communication links in managing
the flow of information to or from I/O devices 112. As a part
of the I/O processing, channel subsystem 108 also performs
the path-management functions of testing for channel path
availability, selecting an available channel path 122 and
initiating execution of the operation with the /O devices
112.

Each channel path 122 includes a channel 124 (channels
124 are located within the channel subsystem 108, in one
example, as shown in FIG. 1), one or more control units 110
and one or more connections 120. In another example, it is
also possible to have one or more dynamic switches (not
depicted) as part of the channel path 122. A dynamic switch
is coupled to a channel 124 and a control unit 110 and
provides the capability of physically interconnecting any
two links that are attached to the switch. In another example,
it is also possible to have multiple systems, and therefore
multiple channel subsystems (not depicted) attached to
control unit 110.

Also located within channel subsystem 108 are subchan-
nels (not shown). One subchannel is provided for and
dedicated to each I/O device 112 accessible to a program
through the channel subsystem 108. A subchannel (e.g., a
data structure, such as a table) provides the logical appear-
ance of a device to the program. Each subchannel provides
information concerning the associated I/O device 112 and its
attachment to channel subsystem 108. The subchannel also
provides information concerning 1/O operations and other
functions involving the associated /O device 112. The
subchannel is the means by which channel subsystem 108
provides information about associated I/O devices 112 to
CPUs 104, which obtain this information by executing /O
instructions.

Channel subsystem 108 is coupled to one or more control
units 110. Each control unit 110 provides logic to operate
and control one or more 1/O devices 112 and adapts, through
the use of common facilities, the characteristics of each I/O
device 112 to the link interface provided by the channel 124.
The common facilities provide for the execution of 1/O
operations, indications concerning the status of the I/O
device 112 and control unit 110, control of the timing of data
transfers over the channel path 122 and certain levels of I/O
device 112 control.

Each control unit 110 is attached via a connection 126
(e.g., a bus) to one or more 1/O devices 112. I/O devices 112
receive information or store information in main memory
102 and/or other memory. Examples of /O devices 112
include card readers and punches, magnetic tape units, direct
access storage devices, displays, keyboards, printers, point-
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ing devices, teleprocessing devices, communication control-
lers and sensor based equipment, to name a few.

One or more of the above components of the I/O pro-
cessing system 100 are further described in “IBM® z/Ar-
chitecture Principles of Operation,” Publication No. SA22-
7832-05, 6th Edition, April 2007; U.S. Pat. No. 5,461,721
entitled “System For Transferring Data Between /O
Devices And Main Or Expanded Storage Under Dynamic
Control Of Independent Indirect Address Words (IDAWS),”
Cormier et al., issued Oct. 24, 1995; and U.S. Pat. No.
5,526,484 entitled “Method And System For Pipelining The
Processing Of Channel Command Words,” Casper et al.,
issued Jun. 11, 1996, each of which is hereby incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety. IBM is a registered
trademark of International Business Machines Corporation,
Armonk, N.Y., USA. Other names used herein may be
registered trademarks, trademarks or product names of Inter-
national Business Machines Corporation or other compa-
nies.

In one embodiment, to transfer data between 1/O devices
112 and memory 102, channel command words (CCWs) are
used. A CCW specifies the command to be executed, and
includes other fields to control processing. One example of
a CCW is described with reference to FIG. 2A. A CCW 200
includes, for instance, a command code 202 specitying the
command to be executed (e.g., read, read backward, control,
sense and write); a plurality of flags 204 used to control the
1/O operation; for commands that specify the transfer of
data, a count field 206 that specifies the number of bytes in
the storage area designated by the CCW to be transferred;
and a data address 208 that points to a location in main
memory that includes data, when direct addressing is
employed, or to a list (e.g., contiguous list) of modified
indirect data address words (MIDAWSs) to be processed,
when modified indirect data addressing is employed. Modi-
fied indirect addressing is further described in U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 11/464,613, entitled “Flexibly Controlling
The Transfer Of Data Between Input/Output Devices And
Memory,” Brice et al., filed Aug. 15, 2006, which is hereby
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

One or more CCWs arranged for sequential execution
form a channel program, also referred to herein as a CCW
channel program. The CCW channel program is set up by,
for instance, an operating system, or other software. The
software sets up the CCWs and obtains the addresses of
memory assigned to the channel program. An example of a
CCW channel program is described with reference to FIG.
2B. A CCW channel program 210 includes, for instance, a
define extent CCW 212 that has a pointer 214 to a location
in memory of define extent data 216 to be used with the
define extent command. In this example, a transfer in
channel (TIC) 218 follows the define extent command that
refers the channel program to another area in memory (e.g.,
an application area) that includes one or more other CCWs,
such as a locate record 217 that has a pointer 219 to locate
record data 220, and one or more read CCWs 221. Each read
CCW 220 has a pointer 222 to a data area 224. The data area
includes an address to directly access the data or a list of data
address words (e.g., MIDAWs or IDAWSs) to indirectly
access the data. Further, CCW channel program 210
includes a predetermined area in the channel subsystem
defined by the device address called the subchannel for
status 226 resulting from execution of the CCW channel
program.

The processing of a CCW channel program is described
with reference to FIG. 3, as well as with reference to FIG.
2B. In particular, FIG. 3 shows an example of the various
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exchanges and sequences that occur between a channel and
a control unit when a CCW channel program is executing.
The link protocol used for the communications is FICON
(Fibre Connectivity), in this example. Information regarding
FICON is described in “Fibre Channel Single Byte Com-
mand Code Sets-3 Mapping Protocol (FC-SB-3), T11/Proj-
ect 1357-D/Rev. 1.6, INCITS (March 2003), which is hereby
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

Referring to FIG. 3, a channel 300 opens an exchange
with a control unit 302 and sends a define extent command
and data associated therewith 304 to control unit 302. The
command is fetched from define extent CCW 212 (FIG. 2B)
and the data is obtained from define extent data area 216.
The channel 300 uses TIC 218 to locate the locate record
CCW and the read CCW. It fetches the locate record
command 305 (FIG. 3) from the locate record CCW 217
(FIG. 2B) and obtains the data from locate record data 220.
The read command 306 (FIG. 3) is fetched from read CCW
221 (FIG. 2B). Each is sent to the control unit 302.

The control unit 302 opens an exchange 308 with the
channel 300, in response to the open exchange of the
channel 300. This can occur before or after locate command
305 and/or read command 306. Along with the open
exchange, a response (CMR) is forwarded to the channel
300. The CMR provides an indication to the channel 300 that
the control unit 302 is active and operating.

The control unit 302 sends the requested data 310 to the
channel 300. Additionally, the control unit 302 provides the
status to the channel 300 and closes the exchange 312. In
response thereto, the channel 300 stores the data, examines
the status and closes the exchange 314, which indicates to
the control unit 302 that the status has been received.

The processing of the above CCW channel program to
read 4 k of data requires two exchanges to be opened and
closed and seven sequences. The total number of exchanges
and sequences between the channel and control unit is
reduced through collapsing multiple commands of the chan-
nel program into a TCCB. The channel, e.g., channel 124 of
FIG. 1, uses a TCW to identify the location of the TCCB, as
well as locations for accessing and storing status and data
associated with executing the channel program. The TCW is
interpreted by the channel and is not sent or seen by the
control unit.

One example of a channel program to read 4 k of data, as
in FIG. 2B, but includes a TCCB, instead of separate
individual CCWs, is described with reference to FIG. 4. As
shown, a channel program 400, referred to herein as a TCW
channel program, includes a TCW 402 specifying a location
in memory of a TCCB 404, as well as a location in memory
of a data area 406 or a TIDAL 410 (i.e., a list of transfer
mode indirect data address words (TIDAWSs), similar to
MIDAWSs) that points to data area 406, and a status area 408.
TCWs, TCCBs, and status are described in further detail
below.

The processing of a TCW channel program is described
with reference to FIG. 5. The link protocol used for these
communications is, for instance, Fibre Channel Protocol
(FCP). In particular, three phases of the FCP link protocol
are used, allowing host bus adapters to be used that support
FCP to perform data transfers controlled by CCWs. FCP and
its phases are described further in “Information Technol-
ogy—VFibre Channel Protocol for SCSI, Third Version (FCP-
3),” T10 Project 1560-D, Revision 4, Sep. 13, 2005, which
is hereby incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

An example of a link protocol used for processing the
TCW channel program is a “Transport Mode”, using the
FCP link protocol, that allows the collapse of multiple
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chained CCWs into one TCCB inside a single Transport
Command information unit (IU). This IU may send the
entire channel program to the control unit in one sequence.

Referring to FIG. 5, a channel 500 opens an exchange
with a control unit 502 and sends TCCB 504 to the control
unit 502. In one example, the TCCB 504 and sequence
initiative are transferred to the control unit 502 in a FCP
command, referred to as FCP_CMND information unit (IU)
or a transport command IU. The control unit 502 executes
the multiple commands of the TCCB 504 (e.g., define extent
command, locate record command, read command as device
control words (DCWs)) and forwards data 506 to the chan-
nel 500 via, for instance, a FCP_Data IU. It also provides
status and closes the exchange 508. As one example, final
status is sent in a FCP status frame that has a bit active in,
for instance, byte 10 or 11 of the payload of a FCP_RSP IU,
also referred to as a transport response [U. The FCP_RS-
P_IU payload may be used to transport FICON ending status
along with additional status information, including param-
eters that support the calculation of extended measurement
words and notify the channel 500 of the maximum number
of open exchanges supported by the control unit 502.

In a further example, to write 4 k of customer data, the
channel 500 uses the FCP link protocol phases, as follows:

1. Transfer a TCCB in the FCP_CMND IU.

2. Transfer the IU of data, and sequence initiative to the
control unit 502.

3. Final status is sent in a FCP status frame that has a bit
active in, for instance, byte 10 or 11 of the FCP_RSP IU
Payload. The FCP_RSP_INFO field or sense field is used to
transport FICON ending status along with additional status
information, including parameters that support the calcula-
tion of extended measurement words and notify the channel
500 of the maximum number of open exchanges supported
by the control unit 502.

By executing the TCW channel program of FIG. 4, there
is only one exchange opened and closed (see also FIG. 5),
instead of two exchanges for the CCW channel program of
FIG. 2B (see also FIG. 3). Further, for the TCW channel
program, there are three communication sequences (see
FIGS. 4-5), as compared to seven sequences for the CCW
channel program (see FIGS. 2B-3).

The number of exchanges and sequences remain the same
for a TCW channel program, even if additional commands
are added to the program. Compare, for example, the com-
munications of the CCW channel program of FIG. 6 with the
communications of the TCW channel program of FIG. 7. In
the CCW channel program of FIG. 6, each of the commands
(e.g., define extent command 600, locate record command
601, read command 602, read command 604, read command
606, locate record command 607 and read command 608)
are sent in separate sequences from channel 610 to control
unit 612. Further, each 4 k block of data (e.g., data 614-620)
is sent in separate sequences from the control unit 612 to the
channel 610. This CCW channel program requires two
exchanges to be opened and closed (e.g., open exchanges
622, 624 and close exchanges 626, 628), and fourteen
communications sequences. This is compared to the three
sequences and one exchange for the TCW channel program
of FIG. 7, which accomplishes the same task as the CCW
channel program of FIG. 6.

As depicted in FIG. 7, a channel 700 opens an exchange
with a control unit 702 and sends a TCCB 704 to the control
unit 702. The TCCB 704 includes the define extent com-
mand, the two locate record commands, and the four read
commands in DCWs, as described above. In response to
receiving the TCCB 704, the control unit 702 executes the
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commands and sends, in a single sequence, the 16 k of data
706 to the channel 700. Additionally, the control unit 702
provides status to the channel 700 and closes the exchange
708. Thus, the TCW channel program requires much less
communications to transfer the same amount of data as the
CCW channel program of FIG. 6.

Turning now to FIG. 8, one embodiment of the control
unit 110 and the channel 124 of FIG. 1 that support TCW
channel program execution is depicted in greater detail. The
control unit 110 includes CU control logic 802 to parse and
process command messages containing a TCCB, such as the
TCCB 704 of FIG. 7, received from the channel 124 via the
connection 120. The CU control logic 802 can extract
DCWs and control data from the TCCB received at the
control unit 110 to control a device, for instance, I/O device
112 via connection 126. The CU control logic 802 sends
device commands and data to the I/O device 112, as well as
receives status information and other feedback from the 1/O
device 112.

The CU control logic 802 can access and control other
elements within the control unit 110, such as CU timers 806
and CU registers 808. The CU timers 806 may include
multiple timer functions to track how much time a sequence
of I/O operations takes to complete. The CU timers 806 may
further include one or more countdown timers to monitor
and abort I/O operations and commands that do not com-
plete within a predetermined period. The CU registers 808
can include fixed values that provide configuration and
status information, as well as dynamic status information
that is updated as commands are executed by the CU control
logic 802. The control unit 110 may further include other
buffer or memory elements (not depicted) to store multiple
messages or status information associated with communi-
cations between the channel 124 and the I/O device 112.

The channel 124 in the channel subsystem 108 includes
multiple elements to support communication with the con-
trol unit 110. For example, the channel 124 may include
CHN control logic 810 that interfaces with CHN subsystem
timers 812 and CHN subsystem registers 814. In an exem-
plary embodiment, the CHN control logic 810 controls
communication between the channel subsystem 108 and the
control unit 110. The CHN control logic 810 may directly
interface to the CU control logic 802 via the connection 120
to send commands and receive responses, such as transport
command and response 1Us. Alternatively, messaging inter-
faces and/or buffers (not depicted) can be placed between the
CHN control logic 810 and the CU control logic 802. The
CHN subsystem timers 812 may include multiple timer
functions to track how much time a sequence of 1/O opera-
tions takes to complete, in addition to the time tracked by the
control unit 110. The CHN subsystem timers 812 may
further include one or more countdown timers to monitor
and abort command sequences that do not complete within
a predetermined period. The CHN subsystem registers 814
can include fixed values that provide configuration and
status information, as well as dynamic status information,
updated as commands are transported and responses are
received.

In an exemplary embodiment, the CCW channel program
is implemented using a protocol that includes Channel
Command Words, for example, a Fibre Connectivity (FI-
CON) protocol. Links operating under this protocol may be
referred to as being in a “Command Mode”.

In an exemplary embodiment, the TCW channel program
is implemented using a protocol to execute Transport Con-
trol Words, for example, the transport mode protocol.
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In some exemplary embodiments, the control unit 110 and
the channel 124 may operate in different modes, i.e., use
different protocols. For example, the channel 124 may
operate in transport mode which utilizes the FCP link
protocol, and the control unit 110 may operate in command
mode that utilizes the FICON protocol.

In a ships passing condition, the control unit 110 and the
channel 124 each send a message at approximately the same
time, or otherwise send messages that cross paths in a logical
path. In such a condition, the channel 124 sends a message
(e.g., a command message) to the control unit 110 and
receives an unrelated or non-responsive message in return.
Similarly, the control unit 110 sends a message (e.g., a status
message) to the channel 124 and receives an unrelated or
non-responsive message in return.

In an exemplary embodiment, when the channel 124
sends a command message to the control unit 110, and
receives an unsolicited message from the control unit 110
that is not responsive to the command message, the channel
124 determines or recognizes that a ships passing condition
has occurred. The channel 124 sends a response message to
the control unit 110 in response to the message from the
control unit being not responsive to the command. In one
exemplary embodiment, the response message from the
channel 124 indicates that the message has not been
accepted.

In this exemplary embodiment, the control unit 110 sends
the unsolicited message, and thereafter receives the com-
mand message from the channel 124 that is not responsive
to the unsolicited message. The control unit thus determines
that the command is not responsive to the unsolicited
message, and in response determines whether to execute or
terminate the command. In another exemplary embodiment,
the control unit 110 may wait for a response from the
channel 124 that the message was not accepted. If the
control unit 110 receives the response, it determines whether
to execute the command or terminate the command.

In another exemplary embodiment, after sending the
command message in the first mode (e.g., transport mode
protocol) to the control unit 110 and receiving a non-
responsive message in the second mode (e.g., FICON), the
channel 124 sends a message to the control unit 110 in the
second mode, in response to the non-responsive message.
Upon receiving the response message in the second mode,
the control unit 110 may then determine whether to termi-
nate or execute the command message, and send a response
message in the first mode.

In an exemplary embodiment, upon receiving a non-
responsive message from the control unit 110, such as a
status message, the channel 124 stacks the status received.
The channel 124 may enable a timer to ensure that the
protocol for stacking the status completes in a timely fash-
ion. After the status is stacked, and optionally after the
original transport mode operation the channel 124 started
completes, the channel 124 may make a request to the
control unit 110 for possible stacked status.

In an exemplary embodiment, the channel 124 stacks the
status by sending a “stack status” message to the control unit
110 in response to the status message. The stack status
message indicates to the control unit 110 that the status
message is not accepted. The control unit 110 may then hold
the device status information (status flags, status byte, and
status parameter) and associated supplemental status, if any,
until the status is requested by the channel 124, e.g., via a
request-status message, or present the status as the response
to the command message. For brevity, a control message
indicating stack status is referred to as a stack-status infor-
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mation unit (IU). A stack-status U may be sent as the first
and last sequence of an exchange if it is sent in response to
the status message from the control unit 110. The control
unit 110 may indicate to the channel 124 that it recognized
the stack-status IU by sending a device-level acknowledge-
ment (DACK) IU. The channel 124 may consider the
stack-status function to have been performed when it
receives a DACK IU in response to the stack-status [U.

In an exemplary embodiment, upon receiving a response
to the status message (e.g., a stack-status 1U), the control
unit 110 may determine whether to terminate the command
message or execute the command message. In another
exemplary embodiment, if the control unit 110 executes the
command, it sends appropriate indications and status to the
channel 124 via a response message. If the control unit 110
terminates the command, it sends the original status (in-
cluded in the original status message) to the channel 124 via
the response message. In yet another exemplary embodi-
ment, the control unit 110 may send the response message in
the transport mode, as a “Transport Response 1U”.

In an exemplary embodiment, the control unit 110 deter-
mines whether to execute or terminate the command based
on the type of status the control unit 110 has pending
pertaining to the device. For example, if the status pertains
to a new state of the device, then the control unit 110 may
terminate the command and return that status in response to
the Transport Command IU. In another example, if the status
is some low priority status that does not pertain to the current
operational state of the device, then the control unit 110 may
execute the command message.

In an exemplary embodiment, the channel 124 sends the
command message in the transport mode, and the control
unit 110 sends the status message in the command mode. In
stacking the status received, the channel 124 may send the
stack status message in the command mode, and await a
command mode acknowledgement from the control unit
110. In another exemplary embodiment, the channel 124
may send the stack status message in transport mode and the
control unit 110 then returns the response message in
transport mode.

Exemplary embodiments of the processing of messages
and/or programs in a ships passing situation are described
with reference to FIGS. 9-15. The link protocol used for
these communications is, for instance, Fibre Channel Pro-
tocol (FCP).

In the examples described herein, the channel 905, which
is operating in transport mode, sends a Transport Command
1U that contains the TCCB, using the transport mode pro-
tocol, to the control unit. The Transport Command U may
also be referred to as a “TCCB 1U”. The control unit 910,
which is operating in command mode, sends an unsolicited
status U using the FICON protocol, independently of the
command [U. The protocols used, and the information units
sent from the channel 905 and control unit 910, are exem-
plary and provided for illustration purposes. Any suitable
messages or protocols may be used in a selected /O opera-
tion.

The unsolicited U sent by the control unit may take the
form of an Asynchronous Device Status IU using the FICON
protocol, which is sent to the channel 905 over the same
logical path and for the same device. This unsolicited IU is
also referred to as a “FICON 85 STATUS” IU.

In these examples, both the channel 905 and the control
unit 910 recognize that the TCCB and FICON 85 STATUS
1Us have crossed, and thus both the channel 905 and control
unit 910 have received messages that are not responsive to
their respective messages. In response to this ships passing
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condition, the channel 905 stacks the status received in the
FICON 85 STATUS IU by generating a “Stack Status” IU in
the FICON protocol, also referred to as “FICON Stack”.

Examples of embodiments of the method described herein
are further described below, with reference to FIGS. 9-15.
The exemplary embodiment described with reference to
FIG. 9 describes a procedure for processing data in a ships
passing condition. The exemplary embodiments described
with reference to FIGS. 10-15 describe alternative embodi-
ments of the procedure where various messages have been
lost. The loss of a message is represented as a broken line
portion shown in relation to a respective exchange.

Example 1
Ships Passing Condition

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 9. The procedure for opening exchanges and exchang-
ing various methods includes one or more of the following
phases:

1. The control unit 910 opens an exchange 902 and sends
the device status in the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 to the
channel 905 on the exchange 902. The control unit 910 may
initiate a status timer set at a period of, for example, 1.5
seconds, for receiving an acknowledgement or other
response to the FICON 85 STATUS TU 911 from the channel
905.

2. The channel 905 opens an exchange 901 and sends the
TCCB U 912 to the control unit 910 on the exchange 901.
The channel 905 may also transfer sequence initiative on the
exchange 901 to the control unit 910. The channel 905 may
further start a timer, such as a 2 second timer, for receiving
a status response IU from the control unit 910. In an
exemplary embodiment, the timer period set by the channel
905 is between approximately one and twenty seconds.

3. The channel 905 receives the unsolicited FICON 85
STATUS IU 911 on exchange 902, by which it recognizes
that the logical path and device associated with the control
unit 910 has AS=1. AS=I indicates that the “address spe-
cific” field in the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 is valid. A
ships passing mode is recognized when the device address
field and the logical path in the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911
is equal to the device address field and logical path in the
TCCB IU 912 that was sent to the control unit 910.

4. The channel 905 opens and closes an exchange 903 to
the control unit 910, to stack the status in the FICON 85
STATUS IU 911 received from the control unit 910 on the
exchange 902 and to send a stack status IU 913 on the
exchange 903. The channel 905 may start a stack status timer
(e.g., two seconds) for receipt of a device level acknowl-
edgement (DACK) IU from the control unit 910. In an
exemplary embodiment, the stack status IU 913 is sent to the
control unit 910 in FICON format (referred to as “FICON
Stack IU 9137).

5. The control unit 910 receives the TCCB IU 912 on
exchange 901, by which it recognizes that the logical path
and device associated with the channel 905 is in ships
passing mode because the TCCB IU 912 is specific to the
device address of the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 that was
sent to the channel 905. The control unit 910 waits up to the
status timer period set for a response to the FICON 85
STATUS IU 911.

6. The control unit 910 receives the FICON Stack IU 913
on exchange 903 and completes the FICON handshake by
sending a response 914, such as a FICON device acknowl-
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edgement (“FICON DACK IU 914”). The control unit 910
may also close exchange 902.

7. The control unit 910 has the option, in response to the
TCCB 1U 912, to i) withdraw the device status sent in the
FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 and execute the commands in
the TCCB U 912 received from the channel 905, or ii) send
the device status to the channel 905.

In an exemplary embodiment, if the device status is
withdrawn, the control unit executes the commands in the
TCCB 1U 912, and returns a response U, such as a Status
Response IU (RSP IU) IU 915, on the exchange 901. In
another exemplary embodiment, if the device status is not
withdrawn, the control unit 910 sends the device status in the
Status Response IU 915 on exchange 901. The control unit
910 may transfer sequence initiative to the channel 905 if
confirmation is requested, or close exchange 901 as appro-
priate. The device status may be sent in an appropriate field
in a response IU (e.g. RSP IU 915), such as a “Device
Status” field. In an exemplary embodiment, a “device busy”
bit may also be sent along with the device status. In the
above embodiments, the control unit 910, which originally
sent the status via the FICON protocol, responds to the
TCCB 1U 912 via the transport mode protocol.

8. If confirmation of the RSP IU 915 is requested by the
control unit 910, the control unit 910 may start a confirma-
tion timer. The channel 905 closes exchange 901 with a
Status Confirm U 916 (i.e. “Confirm IU 916) in response
to the RSP IU 915.

9. The channel 905 may present the device status,
received from the RSP IU 915, to an I/O program or other
location. The channel may also store the channel (or sub-
channel) status, to alert the software, for example, that the
subchannel is primary, secondary and maybe alert status
pending.

10. In an exemplary embodiment, the channel 905 may
request the possible stacked status from the control unit 910,
or otherwise request pending status, e.g., via a request-status
TU.

Example 2
The TCCB IU 912 is Lost

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 10. In this example, the TCCB IU 912 is lost, i.e., is not
received by the control unit 910. The procedure includes one
or more of the following phases:

1. The control unit 910 sends the FICON 85 STATUS TU
911 to the channel 905, the channel 905 sends the TCCB 1U
912 to the control unit 910, and the channel 905 recognizes
the ships passing mode and stacks the device status, similar
to phases 1-4 of Example 1.

2. The control unit 910 receives the FICON Stack IU 913
on the exchange 903 and completes the FICON handshake
by sending a response 914, such as the FICON DACK U
914. The control unit 910 may also close exchange 902.

3. If the channel 905 does not receive a status response [U
to the TCCB IU within the status response 1U timer period
on the exchange 901, i.e., it times out, the channel 905 opens
the exchange 904 and sends a request thereon to the control
unit 910 to determine the status of the exchange 901,
transfers initiative, and starts a request timer (e.g., one
second). An example of such a request is an ELS (Extended
Link Service) Read Exchange Concise (REC) IU 917.

The REC IU allows the channel 905 to determine the
status of an exchange. The channel 905 may send the REC
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1U 917 to the control unit 910 to determine if the control unit
910 has received the TCCB 1U 912 that opened the exchange
901. If the response the channel 905 receives indicates that
the control unit 910 knows about the exchange, the channel
905 may then send a new REC IU periodically until an I/O
operation is complete.

4. The channel 905 receives an REC response 1U 918
from the control unit 910 that closes the exchange, and that
informs the channel 905 that the control unit 910 has not
received exchange 901. If the channel 905 does not receive
the REC response IU 918 (e.g., because the REC or the
Response to REC was lost) within the channel timer dura-
tion, the channel 905 aborts the exchange 904 (by perform-
ing abort sequence 919) and continues.

5. The channel 905 may then wait a selected duration
(e.g., 100 ms), and thereafter perform abort sequence 920 to
abort exchange 901, and stores the channel (or subchannel)
status to alert the software, for example, that the subchannel
is primary, secondary and alert status pending with an
interface control check (IFCC).

6. In an exemplary embodiment, the channel 905 may
request the possible stacked status from the control unit 910,
or otherwise request pending status, e.g., via a request-status
U.

Example 3
The FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 is Lost

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 11. In this example, the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 is
lost, i.e., is not received by the channel 905. The procedure
includes one or more of the following phases:

1. The control unit 910 sends the FICON 85 STATUS IU
911 to the channel 905, and the channel 905 sends the TCCB
1U 912 to the control unit 910, similar to phases 1-2 of
Example 1.

2. If the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 is lost, the channel
905 does not see a ships passing condition, and in turn, does
not send a FICON Stack U 913 to the control unit 910. The
control unit status timer times out, and in turn, the control
unit 910 aborts the exchanges 901 and 902 via abort
sequences 921 and 922, respectively.

3. The channel 905 detects that the exchange 901 is
aborted, and stores the channel (or subchannel) status to alert
the software, for example, that the subchannel is primary,
secondary and alert status pending with an interface control
check (IFCC).

4. The control unit 910 may re-send the unsolicited
FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 on the current logical path or on
a different path.

Example 4

The FICON Stack 1U 913 is Lost

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 12. In this example, the FICON Stack IU 913 is lost,
i.e., is not received by the control unit 910. The procedure
includes one or more of the following phases:

1. The control unit 910 sends the FICON 85 STATUS IU
911 to the channel 905, the channel 905 sends the TCCB 1U
912 to the control unit 910, recognizes the ships passing
mode and stacks the status. The control unit 910 receives the
TCCB IU 912, recognizes the ships passing mode and waits
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for a response to the FICON 85 STATUS IU 911. This phase
is similar to the procedure performed in phases 1-5 of
Example 1.

2. If the FICON Stack 1U 913 is lost, the control unit
status timer times out, and the control unit 910 aborts
exchanges 901 and 902 via abort sequences 923 and 924,
respectively.

3. The channel 905 detects that exchanges 901 and 902 are
aborted, and stores the channel (or subchannel) to alert the
software, for example, that the subchannel is primary, sec-
ondary and alert status pending with an interface control
check (IFCC).

4. The control unit 910 may re-send the unsolicited
FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 on the current logical path or on
a different path.

Example 5

The FICON DACK IU 914 is Lost

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 13. In this example, the FICON DACK IU 914 is lost,
i.e., is not received by the channel 905. The procedure
includes one or more of the following phases:

1. The control unit 910 sends the FICON 85 STATUS TU
911 to the channel 905, and the channel 905 sends the TCCB
1U 912 to the control unit 910. The channel 905 recognizes
the ships passing mode and stacks the status. The control
unit 910 receives the TCCB U 912, recognizes the ships
passing mode and waits for a response to the FICON 85
STATUS IU 911. This phase is similar to the procedure
performed in phases 1-5 of Example 1.

2. The control unit 910 receives the FICON Stack IU 913
on the exchange 903 and completes the FICON handshake
by sending the FICON DACK IU 914 to the channel 905.
The control unit 910 may close exchange 902.

3. If the FICON DACK IU 914 is lost, the channel’s stack
status timer times out on the exchange 902 waiting for the
FICON DACK IU 914. The channel 905 aborts both
exchange 901 and exchange 902 via abort sequences 925
and 926, respectively.

4. Alternatively, if the control unit 910 sends the Status
Response IU 915 on the exchange 901 with confirmation
requested, the control unit 910 may also time out (i.e., the
confirmation timer times out). The control unit may then
abort the exchange 901, via abort sequence 927, after
sending the Status Response IU 915.

5. The control unit 910 may re-send the unsolicited
FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 on the current path or on a
different path in the same logical path group.

Example 6

The RSP IU 915 is Lost

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 14. In this example, the RSP IU 915 is lost, i.e., is not
received by the channel 905. The procedure includes one or
more of the following phases:

1. The control unit 910 sends the FICON 85 STATUS TU
911 to the channel 905, the channel 905 sends the TCCB 1U
912 to the control unit 910, recognizes the ships passing
mode, stacks the status, and sends the FICON Stack IU 913
to the control unit 910. The control unit 910 receives the
TCCB U 912, recognizes the ships passing mode, and sends
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the FICON DACK IU 914 to the channel 905. The control
unit 910 sends the RSP IU 915 to the channel 905 on
Exchange 901. This phase is similar to the procedure per-
formed in phases 1-7 of Example 1.

2. If the RSP IU 915 sent in response to the TCCB IU 912
is lost, the channel 905 does not receive the RSP IU 915. The
channel 905 times out (i.e., the status response U timer
times out) waiting for the RSP IU 915. In response, the
channel 905 opens the exchange 904 and sends the ELS
REC IU 917 for the exchange 901 to the control unit and
starts a (e.g., 1 second) request timer.

3. The control unit 910 sends a response, ie., a REC
response 918, to the channel 905 that closes the exchange
904, and that informs the channel 905 that the control unit
910 does not have the exchange 901. This only occurs if the
control unit 910 did not ask for a confirm to the RSP IU 915
and closed the exchange 901 when it sent the status RSP U
915 to the channel 905. If the control unit requests a confirm
on the RSP IU 915 then the control unit leaves the exchange
901 open and transfers transfer sequence initiative to the
channel 905.

In one exemplary embodiment, the control unit 910 may
request a confirm to the RSP IU 915 if the command
operation may be retried. For example, a read or a write to
a direct access storage device (DASD) can be retried and the
end result is the same as if the original operation was
successful. In this case, the control unit 910 may have
completed the command operation when the status response
TU 915 is lost and the control unit did not ask for the status
to be confirmed.

If the command operation cannot be retried, then the
control unit 910 handles this by asking for a confirm to the
status response [U 915. In this case, if the control unit 910
times out waiting for the confirm, then the control unit may
resend the status to the channel 905 for that device and will
not accept a new operation for that device until the status has
been successfully sent to the channel 905.

4. The channel may then wait a selected duration (e.g.,
100 ms), abort the exchange 901 via abort sequence 928, and
store the channel (or subchannel) status to alert the software,
for example, that the subchannel is primary, secondary and
alert status pending with an interface control check (IFCC).

5. In an exemplary embodiment, the channel 905 may
request the possible stacked status from the control unit 910,
or otherwise request pending status, e.g., via a request-status
U.

Example 7
The Confirm IU 916 is Lost

In the following example, a procedure for processing data
in a ships passing condition is illustrated with reference to
FIG. 15. In this example, the Confirm IU 916 is lost, i.e., is
not received by the channel 905. The procedure includes one
or more of the following phases:

1. The control unit 910 sends the FICON 85 STATUS U
911 to the channel 905, the channel 905 sends the TCCB 1U
912 to the control unit 910, recognizes the ships passing
mode, stacks the status, and sends the FICON Stack IU 913
to the control unit 910. The control unit 910 receives the
TCCB U 912, recognizes the ships passing mode, and sends
the FICON DACK IU 914 to the channel 905. The control
unit 910 sends the RSP IU 915 to the channel 905 on the
exchange 901. This phase is similar to the procedure per-
formed in phases 1-7 of Example 1.
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2. If the RSP IU 915 is sent by the control unit 910, and
confirmation is required, the channel 905 sends the Status
Confirm IU 916 in exchange 901 in response to the RSP IU
915. If the control unit 910 does not receive the Status
Confirm IU 916, then the control unit 910 times out and
aborts exchange 901 via abort sequence 929.

3. The control unit 910 may then re-send the unsolicited
FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 to the channel 905. FICON 85
STATUS IU 911 may be re-sent on exchange 904. In this
example, the unsolicited FICON 85 STATUS IU 911 is sent
to the channel 905 twice.

The naming and numbering conventions described in the
above examples are exemplary and provided to illustrate the
method described herein. The naming and number conven-
tion provided is arbitrarily chosen, and is provided for
explanation only.

Furthermore, the protocols and specific messages
described in the above examples are exemplary. Any suitable
1/0 protocols and associated messages may be processed as
described herein.

One or more aspects of the present invention can be
included in an article of manufacture (e.g., one or more
computer program products) having, for instance, computer
usable media. The media has therein, for instance, computer
readable program code means or logic (e.g., instructions,
code, commands, etc.) to provide and facilitate the capabili-
ties of the present invention. The article of manufacture can
be included as a part of a computer system or provided
separately.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One example of an article of manufacture or a computer
program product incorporating one or more aspects of the
present invention is described with reference to FIG. 16. A
computer program product 1600 includes, for instance, one
or more computer usable media 1602 to store computer
readable program code means or logic 1604 thereon to
provide and facilitate one or more aspects of the present
invention. The medium can be an electronic, magnetic,
optical, electromagnetic, infrared or semiconductor system
(or apparatus or device) or a propagation medium. Example
of'a computer readable medium include a semiconductor or
solid state memory, magnetic tape, a removable computer
diskette, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), a rigid magnetic disk and an optical disk.
Examples of optical disks include compact disk-read only
memory (CD-ROM), compact disk-read/write (CD-R/W)
and DVD.

Technical effects of exemplary embodiments include the
ability of I/O processing systems to resolve ships passing
conditions among I/O components using disparate protocols.
In addition, the control unit may determine independently of
the channel whether to execute a command in a ships
passing condition. The systems and methods described
herein provide numerous advantages, in that they provide an
efficient way to process data in a ships passing condition,
and further provide for processing messages and data sent
from disparate protocols.

For example, ships passing rules utilized in one protocol
or mode may not work with other protocols or modes. For
example, a protocol using CCWs (e.g., FICON), may not
work with other protocols, such as protocols using TCWs
(e.g., transport mode). The transport mode link protocol is
not amiable to the FICON behavior because once a transport
mode link operation is started by a channel (e.g., a transport
mode command is sent on an outbound exchange to the
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control unit), there is no way for the channel to efficiently
discontinue the transport mode link operation. The control
unit cannot use the inbound FICON status exchange opened
by the control unit to complete or terminate the transport
mode link operation. The channel and control unit must stay
in sync with each other while sorting out the two open
exchanges, even if an [U is lost on an exchange. The systems
and methods described herein allow the control unit to
complete or terminate the operation, thus overcoming the
disadvantages described above. In addition, using the pro-
tocols described herein, the channel and control unit need
not stay in sync with each other while resolving the open
exchanges involved in the ships passing condition.

As described above, exemplary embodiments can be
embodied in the form of computer-implemented processes
and apparatuses for practicing those processes. In some
exemplary embodiments, the invention is embodied in com-
puter program code executed by one or more network
elements. Exemplary embodiments include the computer
program product 1600 as depicted in FIG. 16 on the com-
puter usable medium 1602 with computer program code
logic 1604 containing instructions embodied in tangible
media as an article of manufacture. Exemplary articles of
manufacture for computer usable medium 1602 may include
floppy diskettes, CD-ROMSs, hard drives, universal serial
bus (USB) flash drives, or any other computer-readable
storage medium, wherein, when the computer program code
logic 1604 is loaded into and executed by a computer, the
computer becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention.
Exemplary embodiments include computer program code
logic 1604, for example, whether stored in a storage
medium, loaded into and/or executed by a computer, or
transmitted over some transmission medium, such as over
electrical wiring or cabling, through fiber optics, or via
electromagnetic radiation, wherein, when the computer pro-
gram code logic 1604 is loaded into and executed by a
computer, the computer becomes an apparatus for practicing
the invention. When implemented on a general-purpose
microprocessor, the computer program code logic 1604
segments configure the microprocessor to create specific
logic circuits.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended
that the invention not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying
out this invention, but that the invention will include all
embodiments falling within the scope of the appended
claims. Moreover, the use of the terms first, second, etc. do
not denote any order or importance, but rather the terms first,
second, etc. are used to distinguish one element from
another. Furthermore, the use of the terms a, an, etc. do not
denote a limitation of quantity, but rather denote the pres-
ence of at least one of the referenced item.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer program product for processing commu-
nication data in a ships passing condition, the computer
program product comprising:

a non-transitory tangible storage medium readable by a
processing circuit and storing instructions for execution
by the processing circuit for performing a method
comprising:
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obtaining a Transport Command Control Block (TCCB)
from a location in memory specified by a Transport
Command Control Block address of a Transport Con-
trol Word;

opening a first exchange and sending, by a channel
subsystem, the TCCB in the first exchange to a control
unit, the TCCB comprising a first logical path value and
a first device value;

receiving, by the channel subsystem, an unsolicited first
message in a second exchange from the control unit, the
unsolicited first message comprising a second logical
path value and a second device value, the unsolicited
first message opening the second exchange, the second
exchange being a different exchange than the first
exchange;

responsive to the receiving the unsolicited first message
and the first exchange and second exchange being
opened, determining that the first logical path value is
equal to the second logical path value and the first
device value is equal to the second device value;

based on the determination, sending, by the channel
subsystem, a second message to the control unit in a
third exchange, the second message comprising a status
of the first message, the second message configured to
open and close the third exchange; and

initiating, by the channel subsystem, a timer defining a
time period for receiving a response to the second
message from the control unit.

2. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
method further comprises initiating, by the channel subsys-
tem, timer defining a time period for receiving a response to
the TCCB from the control unit.

3. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
second message is a stack status message indicating the
unsolicited first message is not accepted.

4. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
method further comprises receiving, by the channel subsys-
tem, at least one of:

a response to the second message from the control unit on
the second exchange, the response acknowledging
receipt of the second message; and

a TCCB response message from the control unit on the
first exchange in response to the TCCB, the TCCB
response message including one of: an indication that
the control unit has executed one or more commands
from the TCCB, and an indication that the control unit
is terminating one or more commands from the TCCB.

5. The computer program product of claim 4, wherein
receiving the TCCB response message includes, responsive
to the control unit terminating the one or more commands,
re-receiving the first message from the control unit in the
first exchange.

6. The computer program product of claim 4, wherein the
method further comprises, responsive to the TCCB response
message requesting confirmation, sending a confirmation
message to the control unit in the first exchange indicating
that the channel subsystem has received the TCCB response
message.

7. The computer program product of claim 6, wherein,
responsive to the control unit not receiving the confirmation
message, the method further comprises re-receiving the first
message from the control unit by the channel subsystem in
a fourth exchange.

8. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
method further comprises initiating, by the channel subsys-
tem, a timer defining a time period for receiving a TCCB
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response message from the control unit on the first exchange
in response to the TCCB; and

responsive to the channel subsystem not receiving a
TCCB response within the time period, opening a
fourth exchange and sending a status message to the
control unit on the fourth exchange, the status message
configured to request a status of the control unit;

receiving a status response message from the control unit
on the fourth exchange in response to the status mes-
sage, the status response message indicating whether
the control unit has received the TCCB on the first
exchange; and

responsive to the response message indicating that the
control unit has not received the TCCB, aborting the
first exchange.

9. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
method further comprises detecting that at least one of the
first exchange and the second exchange have been aborted
by the control unit in response to the control unit not
receiving the second message within a time period set by the
control unit.

10. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein
the method further comprises:

responsive to not receiving the response to the second
message within the time period, aborting the first
exchange and the second exchange.

11. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
TCCB is configured to hold a plurality of commands and
sending the TCCB includes sending one or more of the
plurality of commands to the control unit via the TCCB.

12. An apparatus for processing communication data in a
ships passing condition, the apparatus comprising:

a channel subsystem for communication with a control
unit, the channel subsystem including one or more
channels for directing information flow between
memory and one or more /O devices via the control
unit, the channel subsystem configured to perform a
method comprising:

obtaining a Transport Command Control Block (TCCB)
from a location in memory specified by a Transport
Command Control Block address of a Transport Con-
trol Word;

opening a first exchange and sending the TCCB in the first
exchange to a control unit, the TCCB comprising a first
logical path value and a first device value;

receiving an unsolicited first message in a second
exchange from the control unit, the unsolicited first
message comprising a second logical path value and a
second device value, the unsolicited first message
opening the second exchange, the second exchange
being a different exchange than the first exchange;

responsive to the receiving the unsolicited first message
and the first exchange and second exchange being
opened, determining that the first logical path value is
equal to the second logical path value and the first
device value is equal to the second device value;

based on the determination, sending a second message to
the control unit in a third exchange, the second message
comprising a status of the first message, the second
message configured to open and close the third
exchange; and

initiating, by the channel subsystem, a timer defining a
time period for receiving a response to the second
message from the control unit.
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13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the method further
comprises receiving, by the channel subsystem, at least one
of:

a response to the second message from the control unit on
the second exchange, the response acknowledging
receipt of the second message; and

a TCCB response message from the control unit on the
first exchange in response to the TCCB, the TCCB
response message including one of: an indication that
the control unit has executed one or more commands
from the TCCB, and an indication that the control unit
is terminating one or more commands from the TCCB.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein receiving the
TCCB response message includes, responsive to the control
unit terminating the one or more commands, re-receiving the
first message from the control unit in the first exchange.

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the method further
comprises, responsive to the TCCB response message
requesting confirmation, sending a confirmation message to
the control unit in the first exchange indicating that the
channel subsystem has received the TCCB response mes-
sage.

16. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the method further
comprises initiating, by the channel subsystem, a timer
defining a time period for receiving a TCCB response
message from the control unit on the first exchange in
response to the TCCB; and

responsive to the channel subsystem not receiving a
TCCB response within the time period, opening a
fourth exchange and sending a status message to the
control unit on the fourth exchange, the status message
configured to request a status of the control unit;

receiving a status response message from the control unit
on the fourth exchange in response to the status mes-
sage, the status response message indicating whether
the control unit has received the TCCB on the first
exchange; and

responsive to the response message indicating that the
control unit has not received the TCCB, aborting the
first exchange.

17. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the method further
comprises detecting that at least one of the first exchange
and the second exchange have been aborted by the control
unit in response to the control unit not receiving the second
message within a time period set by the control unit.

18. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the method further
comprises:

responsive to not receiving the response to the second
message within the time period, aborting the first
exchange and the second exchange.

19. A method of processing communication data in a ships

passing condition, the method comprising:

obtaining a Transport Command Control Block (TCCB)
from a location in memory specified by a Transport
Command Control Block address of a Transport Con-
trol Word;

opening a first exchange and sending, by a channel
subsystem, the TCCB in the first exchange to a control
unit, the TCCB comprising a first logical path value and
a first device value;

receiving, by the channel subsystem, an unsolicited first
message in a second exchange from the control unit, the
unsolicited first message comprising a second logical
path value and a second device value, the unsolicited
first message opening the second exchange, the second
exchange being a different exchange than the first
exchange;
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responsive to the receiving the unsolicited first message
and the first exchange and second exchange being
opened, determining that the first logical path value is
equal to the second logical path value and the first
device value is equal to the second device value;

based on the determination, sending, by the channel
subsystem, a second message to the control unit in a
third exchange, the second message comprising a status
of the first message, the second message configured to
open and close the third exchange; and

initiating, by the channel subsystem, a timer defining a
time period for receiving a response to the second
message from the control unit.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the method further
comprises receiving, by the channel subsystem, at least one
of:

a response to the second message from the control unit on
the second exchange, the response acknowledging
receipt of the second message; and

a TCCB response message from the control unit on the
first exchange in response to the TCCB, the TCCB
response message including one of: an indication that
the control unit has executed one or more commands
from the TCCB, and an indication that the control unit
is terminating one or more commands from the TCCB.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein receiving the TCCB
response message includes, responsive to the control unit
terminating the one or more commands, re-receiving the first
message from the control unit in the first exchange.

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the method further
comprises, responsive to the TCCB response message
requesting confirmation, sending a confirmation message to
the control unit in the first exchange indicating that the
channel subsystem has received the TCCB response mes-
sage.

23. The method of claim 19, wherein the method further
comprises initiating, by the channel subsystem, a timer
defining a time period for receiving a TCCB response
message from the control unit on the first exchange in
response to the TCCB; and

responsive to the channel subsystem not receiving a
TCCB response within the time period, opening a
fourth exchange and sending a status message to the
control unit on the fourth exchange, the status message
configured to request a status of the control unit;

receiving a status response message from the control unit
on the fourth exchange in response to the status mes-
sage, the status response message indicating whether
the control unit has received the TCCB on the first
exchange; and

responsive to the response message indicating that the
control unit has not received the TCCB, aborting the
first exchange.

24. The method of claim 19, wherein the method further
comprises detecting that at least one of the first exchange
and the second exchange have been aborted by the control
unit in response to the control unit not receiving the second
message within a time period set by the control unit.

25. The method of claim 19, wherein the method further
comprises:

responsive to not receiving the response to the second
message within the time period, aborting the first
exchange and the second exchange.
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